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but vanity or wickedness in the ultimate
aims of a man, including himself, he cannot
detect, because he is ingenuous in tnat
sphere. He thinks life splendid and blame-
less, without stopping to consider how far
folly%and malice may be inherent in it. He
feels that he himself has nothing to dread,
nothing to hide or apologise for; and if he
is arrogant in his ignorance, there is often
a twinkle in his eye when he is most boast-
ful. Perhaps he suspects that he is making
a fool of himself, and he challenges the
world to prove it; and his innocence is
quickly gone when he is once convinced that
it exists. Accordingly the American ortho-
doxy, though imperious, is not unyielding.
It has a keener sense for destiny than for
policy. It is confident of a happy and
triumphant future, which it would be shame-
ful in any man to refuse to work for and to
share; but it cannot prefigure what that
bright future is to be. While it works
feverishly in outward matters, inwardly it
only watches and waits ; and it feels tenderly
towards the unexpressed impulses in its
bosom, like a mother towards her unborn
young.